Cerebrospinal Fluid Research

BioMed Central

Open Access

Oral presentation

Follow up of neonates with progressive hydrocephalus who were
managed at the Royal Hospital for Sick Children
R Carachi*, K Das, H Graham, H Stuart and D Young
Address: Royal Hospital for Sick Children Dalnair Street Glasgow G3 8SJ
Email: R Carachi* - kab2q@clinmed.gla.ac.uk
* Corresponding author

from 49th Annual Meeting of the Society for Research into Hydrocephalus and Spina Bifida
Barcelona, Spain, 29 June – 2 July 2005
Published: 30 December 2005
<supplement> <title> <p>49th Annual Meeting of the Society
tent/files/pdf/1743-8454-2-S1-full.pdf">here</a>.</note>
</supplement>
for Research into Hydrocephalus and Spina Bifida</p> </title> <note>Meeting abstracts – A single PDF containing all abstracts in this Supplement is available <a href="http://www.biomedcentral.com/con-

Cerebrospinal Fluid Research 2005, 2(Suppl 1):S13

doi:10.1186/1743-8454-2-S1-S13

Background
This audit looked at the management and disabilities of
neonates born between 1989–1999 who were admitted to
Ward 2B at the Royal Hospital for Sick Children with
hydrocephalus. Patients with spina bifida were excluded
from this study.

lems, 31 (33%) have epilepsy and 21 (22%) have some
degree of cerebral palsy. However, 10 (11%) of these
patients have had no problems and are attending mainstream schools, 5 (5%) have visual problems only, and
another 5 (5%) have only mild learning difficulties.

Conclusion
Materials and methods
Names and hospital numbers of 135 patients who
matched the inclusion criteria were obtained from the
hospital ward database. Information on 105 of these
patients was extracted from their medical records. Of
these, insufficient statistics were available for 2 patients.
Patient demographics, management and follow-up were
studied and the subsequent data was analysed.

Severe disabilities are common in this group of patients.
Most have significant visual problems, a third have epilepsy, and 22% have some degree of cerebral palsy. Further studies on this cohort of patients need to be carried
out to identify their needs in the community.

Results
103 of the 135 patients (76%) were included in the study.
Of these, 29 (28%) had primary congenital hydrocephalus and 74 (72%) had hydrocephalus secondary to
acquired obstruction. In the latter category, the majority
were secondary to intraventricular haemorrhage. However, 5 were a result of meningitis, and 2 were due to other
causes. 85% survived (16 died). About half of these
patients (7–44%) died before their first birthday. Of the
103 patients, 22 (21%) did not require shunting for their
hydrocephalus. 31 of the remaining 81 patients (38%)
have had no shunt problems till date, and 6 have required
elective revisions to peritoneal catheters only.
Detailed notes on follow up were not available for 8 of the
patients as they were followed up elsewhere. Disabilities
were common in the remaining population, with majority
having learning difficulties. 41 (43%) have visual prob-
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